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SECTION 900: BUILDINGS AND SITES School District 271 Board Policy.  The Board acknowledges 

all or in part: ©2002 Elaine Eberharter-Maki. 

It is the policy of the Board of Trustees to have guidelines regarding the presence of animals in school 

buildings and classrooms.  The use of live animals in schools often provides a variety of learning 

experiences and effective source of curricular enhancement.  The presence of animals must be balanced 

against the health and safety of students and staff. 

 

These guidelines are: 

 

 Animals will be allowed in schools only if their presence enhances the educational experience. 

 

 The Superintendent or designee shall approve the instructional or service purpose for each 

animal in the school.  No animal shall come into schools without this approval.   

 

 Prior to introducing any animals into the classroom and at the beginning of each school year, 

teachers shall ascertain that students and school personnel are not allergic to the animals(s) and 

the animal(s) will present no real or perceived physical danger to students or staff.  In the event 

that a student or staff member is identified as having a potential allergic reaction, medical or 

emotional difficulty created by an animal in the school, the principal will be responsible to 

mitigate potential adverse exposure.  If reasonable accommodation is not possible the animal(s) 

will be prohibited and/or removed from the school.   

 

 Students will be instructed in the proper care and handling of the animals.  No child should be 

allowed to mistreat an animal.   

 

 Animals shall not be allowed to roam freely in the school. 

 

 Animals shall be housed in suitable, sanitary self-contained enclosures appropriate to the sizes of 

the animal or maintained on a leash. 

 

 Teachers will be responsible for ensuring that enclosures are kept in a sanitary condition.  The 

superintendent will develop specific procedures for maintaining a sanitary environment. 

 

 Animals shall not be left in schools during holiday periods where practical (fish tanks an 

exception), and teachers are responsible for making arrangements for their care. 

 

 Mammals brought to or kept at school must have an annual health certificate signed by a 

licensed veterinarian.  At the discretion of the building principal, other animal species may or 

may not be required to have a health certificate. 

 

 Therapy animals shall be certified as having the appropriate obedience training required for 

animal assisted therapy and animal assisted counseling.  Such certification shall be kept current. 
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 Other animals are not allowed in school buildings except for brief controlled circumstances.  For 

example, it is permissible for adult visitors who have pets on a leash to enter a school building 

briefly for business. 

 

 Professionally trained animals used to assist individuals with disabilities (such as Seeing Eye 

dogs) may be in the schools and classrooms with prior notice to and approval by the Principal. 

 

 Trained search dogs may be brought to schools and classrooms by law enforcement officers with 

prior approval of the Principal. 

 

 With the exception of professionally trained assistance animals (guide dogs, etc.) animals will 

not be allowed on playgrounds or fields. 

 

 In all cases, if an animal does harm to a student or another individual, the owner of the animal, 

by allowing it on school grounds will be held responsible for the action of the animal.   

 

 Reptiles and amphibians should not be handled by students without very close adult supervision.  

Even when bred as pets or for display they can be disease carriers.   
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Legal Reference: Coeur d’Alene City Ordinance 6.05.808, Running at Large Prohibited 

 


